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CONFERENCE AT QUINCY 


ing of the officials of the seven di- 
visions and the State Association 
which met at Quincy Saturday morn- 
ing was fairly successful from the 
standpoint of numbers and very en- 
couraging in its enthusiasm. Pres. 
Hursh presided. The following of- 
fisers were nominated by the commit- 
tee on nominations, and unanimously 
elected :— 
President—Supt. G. W. Gayler, Can- 
ton. 
Vice President—Prin. Anna Wright, 
Moline. 


T HE wonference and business meet- 


Secretary—Prin. Pearl Larrance, 
New Windsor. 

Tresurer—Co. Supt. W. F. Boyes, 
Galesburg. 


Executiv Committee—Supt. C. E. 
Joiner, Monmouth; Supt. J. H. Steiner, 
Quincy; Prin. Mrs. Abbie Hunter, 
Peoria. 

Resolutions—Pres. W. R. Morgan, 
Macomb. 

Legislation—Co. Supt. D. P. Hollis, 
Pittsfield. 

Appropriations—Co. Supt. Geo. R. 
Hermetet, Rushville. 

Canton was chosen as the place of 
the next meeting. The report of the 
auditing committee was then red and 
adopted, as wes also the tresurer’s 
report. One interesting and pleasing 
fact in connection with the last report 
is that Moline, being too far away for 
its teachers to conveniently attend, 
sent in a registration of one hundred 
and twelv. 

After the finishing up of the busi- 
ness matters, Pres. Hursh cald upon 
Mr. G. W. Conn, Jr., of Woodstock, 
who discust some of the problems in 
connection with the state organization. 
Mr. W. R. Hatfield of Chicago, chair- 
man of the state committee on legisla- 
tion, spoke of plans and methods 
whereby we might be more certain of 
securing the legislation for which we 
were fighting. Briefly, he said:— 

“Our legislativ committee went into 


. thusiasm into law. 


offis in January, and the -legislature 
met at once. We were therefore but 
poorly prepared to take up our work, 
yet we feel that we have at least made 
a beginning. Hereafter no _ school 
bills should come into the hands of 
the legislators that have not previous- 
ly past thru the hands of the leg- 
islativ committee. Every member 
of the legislativ committee should 
know every member of the legislature, 
and we should become so enthusiastic 
that we cannot but crystalize our en- 
And all laws 
which we hope to push thru the legis- 
lature should first go thru the hands 
of the committee from each division, 
that we may be united upon our de- 
sired legislation. We ghould get away 
from the idea that the positions ef 
the officials of our various divisions 
are positions of honor. We are bere 
to work, and we want as officials men 
who are not afraid of work, and who 
will make it a point to be absolutely 
in touch with every detail connected 
with their duties. Another point ! 
would make is that our fiscal year 
should end with the annual meeting 
in December, that is, the fiscal year 
for all associations, s0 that we may 
begin together with a clean slate.” 

Mr. J. B. McManus of LaSalle. 
when cald upon for a few remarks. 
urged attendance at the Rockferd 
meeting, which he said would be bet- 
ter than the previous gathering. Mr. 
F. E. Sanford of LaGrange boomd the 
Oak Park meeting. He stated, as did 
Mr. McManus, that there had been 
some criticism of the larger fee, but 
that the matter had been satisfactor- 
ily explaind. 

Pres. Hursh then cald upon S. H. 
Bohn of Centralia, who spoke most en- 
couragingly of the growing influence 
of the organization. He urged that 
there be more redy responses to the 
request of the secretary for material 
for the [Illinois Teacher, that in this 
way it might become a real ergam of 
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the organization. Mr. Bohn also 
urged that efforts might be made to 
enroll more of the rural teachers. 

Prin. C. E. Dodge of Chicago com- 
mented on the business ability of the 
teacher, and the fact that it was nec- 
essary for the association to use busi- 
ness methods in meeting business 
problems. 

In accordance with the suggestion 
of Mr. Hatfield that the new commit- 


tees should not take offis until Janu- 
ary, it was decided that the old com- 
mittees, appointed by Mr. Hursh, act 
in their present capacity until such 
time as the new offisers should take up 
their duties. In closing, Pres. Hursh 
introduced the new president, Supt. 
Gayler of Canton, who thankt the as- 
sociation for the honor conferd upon 
him. Meeting adjournd. 


Resolutions Adopted at the Quincy Meeting 





The committee on resolutions which 
you appointed beg to submit the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Whereas the public schools of 
the state need an added stability and 
an opportunity for better administra- 
tion and 
Whereas the short term of one year 
for which city and town superintend- 
ents are usually elected is not conduciv 
to this end, therefore 
Be it resolvd, that it is the sense of this 
section that after an initial term each 
city or town superintendent should be 
appointed for a minimum term of not 
less than four years. 

2. That whereas, the public school 
teachers of the state of Illinois are 
paid a less wage for their labors than 
are any other class of workers, pro- 
fessional or otherwise of whom the 
requirements are as great, therefore 
Be it resolvd that the Military Tract 
Teachers’ Association is in favor of a 
minimum wage law for teachers in 
this state which shall insure them a 
fair compensation for their labors and 
sufficient margin to enable them to lay 
by for old age. 

3. That whereas the life and helth 
of school children are important fact- 
ors in the development of a rugged, 
substantial and educated common- 
welth and 
Whereas school sanitation is an im- 
portant factor in the life and helth of 
school children and 
Whereas a satisfactory bill on this 
matter was near passage in the last 
General Assembly, therefore 
Be it resolvd that we are in favor of 
having a similar bill introduced in the 
next General Assembly and pusht to 
its passage. 

4. That whereas a!!] Vocativnal 
bills have faild of passage in efforts 
at reeent legislation and 


Whereas we believe that legislation as 
to vocational education should provide 
for it in connection with and under 
the direction of the present public 
school system, therefore 


Be it resolvd that the members of this 
section are in favor of the appoint- 
ment of a committee by the State As- 
sociation who shall be empowerd to 
gather data, present the facts and 
work for the passage of such legisla- 
tion at the next regular meeting of the 
State Legislature. 


5. That whereas the appropriations 
for the state school fund are less an- 
nually than are necessary to give the 
public schools their greatest efficiency 
and 


Whereas the proper basis for their 
support is a fixt rate which shall in- 
crease the appropriations in propor- 
tion to the increase in the state’s 
welth, and 

Whereas the increase in appropria- 
tions made by the last two General 
Assemblies has been $1,000,000 by 
each, therefore : 

Be it resolvd that this section is in fa- 
vor of a biennial increase by each Gen- 
eral Assembly of $1,000,000 until such 
increase shall make the total equal to 
a 2 mill tax on the total valuation of 
property in the state, at which time 
the 2 mill rate shall become the basis 
for this appropriation. 

6. That whereas the present school 
unit, the district, works a hardship on 
the children of poor districts, there- 
fore 


Be it resolvd, that we are in favor of © 


the township as a minimum unit for 
taxation and administration. 

7. That whereas the state has a 
large investment in school property 
which is used but a few hours per 
day during the actual school term and 
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for but one phase of child life, there- 
fore 

Be it resolvd that we favor its use for 
the three phases of child life, play, 
work and study, and the construction 
of future plants not only to this end 
but as a social center for adult life. 

8. That whereas this section is 
making a study of “Pre-delinquent” 
boys, which study indicates that the 
cigaret is a large factor in contribut- 
ing to the delinquency of boys, there- 
fore 
Be it resolvd that we stand for the en- 
actment of a law prohibiting the sale 
of cigarets and that we ask the Legis- 
lativ Committee of the Illinois State 
Teachers’ Association to favor such 
legislation. 

9. That whereas, the program pro- 
vided for this meeting has been highly 
satisfactory, and 
Whereas the management of. the pro- 
gram has been efficient in every re- 
spect and 
Whereas our reception and entertain- 
ment while in the city have been the 
most cordial, therefore 
Be it resolvd that we express our sin- 
cere gratitude and appreciation to all 
concernd in brnging about and car- 
ing for this excellent meeting. 

Red by W. P. MORGAN. 
GEO. R. HERMETET 
Cc. E. JOINER 

By motion of C. E. Joiner the 
Chamber of Commerce of Quincy is 
included in the last clause of these res- 
olutions. Motion seconded and car- 
ried unanimously. 

SECRETARY. 





Prof. Clark Always Good and 
Dependable 


The second address of the day was 
«iven by Prof. S. H. Clark of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. His subject was 
the “Spirit of Literature.” It is un- 
necessary to dwell on the fact that 
Mr. Clark pleased, entertaind, in- 
structed and held his audience to the 
very end. That has become common 
property of all commentators on the 
lectures given by this popular speak- 
er. Mr. Clark lectured also in the ev- 
ening, his subject being “The Melting 
Pot.” 


County Superintendents Show Ex- 
cellent Professional Spirit 


The County Superintendents of the 
Military Tract were awake to the 
needs of a better organization, as was 
evidenced by their activ work before, 
and at, the meeting. The country 
school section was a live one and the 
county superintendents helpt to make 
it what it was. Their discussions 
were all to the point, and while pro- 
gress was the key-note, there was a 
disposition to take conditions as they 
are, and work toward the higher was 
au major chord in every talk. The 
county superintendents of the Military 
Tract workt to get their teachers to 
Quincy, and then did their share to- 
ward providing instruction, inspira- 
tion and a social good time when they 
arrived. 


Supt. Wirt of Gary 


Spoke on Friday evening on the sub- 
ject of the “Wider Use of the School 
Plant,”” and on Saturday forenoon on 
the subject of “School Economy.” Mr. 
Wirt has a message for the teachers 
and for all humanity for that matter. 
The wide-spred reputation of the 
Gary schools is not of the gourd type 
in growth nor of the bubble kind in its 
endurance. We believe they are mak- 





‘ing a needed permanent contribution 


to our ever imperfect school system. 
That the revolution workt out in the 
Gary schools is in the direction of 
genuin democracy as well as economic 
efficiency cannot be gainsaid. 





A New Social Feature 


One of the new features of the 
Quincy meeting was the banquet given 
to the Superintendents and Principals, 
which was followd by a round-table 
discussion of the ““Pre-delinquent Chil- 
dren.” Supt. C. E. Joiner led the dis- 
cussion and referd to the statistics 
gatherd from a half dozen or more 
school systems in the Military Tract. 
Others joining in the discussion were 
Supt. G. W. Gayler of Canton, G. T. 
Smith of Peoria, Pres. Morgan of Ma- 
comb and Prof. Hursh, the chairman 
of the evening. The plan is to con- 
tinue not only the plesant social cus- 
tom ‘thus initiated but also to continue 
the investigation of the same subject 
under discussion on this occasion. 
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Side Lights of the Quincy Meeting 


Prof. Hursh made an ideal presid- 
ing oOffiser and one who considerd it 
to be a place of more than honorary 
importance. He was the moving spirit 
of the meeting and was everywhere to 
be found watching the progress of af- 
fairs and by careful preparation gard- 
ing against costly and unnecessary de- 
lays. His efficiency at Quincy gave 
hints ef complete fulfilment of the 
high expectations of his friends as 
President of the State Association at 
Springfield, December 29, 30 and 31. 

Pres. Morgan of Macomb has alredy 
endeard himself to the teachers of the 
Military Tract by his ever thoughtful 
consideration for others and his great 
attention to the necessary details of 
his position. At Quincy he was on the 
job and the kindly and enthusiastic 
references to him by teachers of all 
grades presage everything good for the 
future of the Macomb Institution. 

G. W. Gayler of Canton, the newly 
elected president, is a man of works. 
Be has brought the schools of Canton 
to a high grade of efficiency. Mr. 
Gayler has the right kind of profes- 
sional consciousness in that it is not 
buried in his own community. It em- 
braces the whole sphere of educational 
activity and the schools of Illinois are 
beneficiaries of his ideas and practises. 

Cc. EB. Joiner of Monmouth is a stu- 
dent of education and carries his re- 
suite to his neighbors for a general 
profit-sharing. He holds a high place 


in the estimation of the people of the 
Military Tract. 

Supt. Bohn, who traveld all the way 
from Centralia to be present at the 
conference of officials, gave one of the 
most inspiring and encouraging talks 
at that gathering. Mr. Bohn is one 
of the strongest supporters of the As- 
sociation in Southern Illinois, as well 
as one of its best superintendents. The 
growth of the organization in South- 
ern Illinois owes much to Supt. Bohn. 

D. P. Hollis, Superintendent of Pike 
County, was there and his six feet 
made it easy to account for the fact. 
But physique is not the only endow- 
ment of Mr. Hollis. He makes his 
presence felt in other and more valu- 
able ways. As a member of the legis- 
lativ committee we shall look for 
things doing in that part of the state. 


Supt. Faris of Hancock County, as 
well as Becker of McDonough, were in 
evidence and brought a good delega- 
tion of country teachers with them. 
This kind of work counts and we hope 
to see the habit grow. 


Supt. Maxson of Moline and his 
teachers are all right. Few of them 
could be present in body, but they did 
a handsome thing in sending aiong 
one hundred and twelv memberships 
to the Association. The future of the 
State Association is assurd when this 
becomes a well confirmd habit. 





Prof. Frank of Evanston Gives 
Illuminating Address 


The first speaker on the genera! 
program was not able to be present, 
but the Committee fortunately secured 
the services of Glenn Frank of Ev- 
anston, who occupies the rather novel 
but exceptionally useful position of 
assistant to the President of North- 
western University. Mr. Frank spoke 
on the problem of development of a 
social or public conscience that should 
function as accurately and consistently 
as the private or individual conscience, 
While the subject or text is not new 
the illustrations in a concrete fashion 
were not only new but punctuated the 
speaker’s remarks in a way that im- 
prest them indelibly on the minds of 
his hearers. Mr. Frank is a redy 
speaker with a faculty for making un- 
expected but perfectly applicable turns 
from figure to figure, that is possest 
by few men of the platform. 
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The Section Meetings 


The Section meetings were all un- 
usually well attended and the discus- 
sions never seemd to lag. The High 
School Section was under the chair- 
manship of J. R. Rowland of Astoria, 
and the leading speakers were W. R. 
Curtis of Kewanee and I. P. Rinker of 
Canton. Miss Anna Wright of Moline 
was the chairman of the Grammar 
Section. The leading speakers were 
J. H. Brewer, Peoria, Miss Myrtle T. 
Simmons, Monmouth, and H. P. Cor- 
bin of Moline. H. S. Magill, who was 
on the program to discuss the question 
of Insurance and Retirement Funds 
for Teachers before this section, was 
not present. 

Cc. E. Joiner of Monmouth led in the 
discussion in the Intermediate section 
and was followd by E. E. Van Cleve of 
Macomb. Miss Susan B. Davis of Ma- 
comb, Mrs. Abbie Hunter of Peoria, 
and Miss Lillian Taylor were the 
speakers before the Primary Section. 

Miss Carvline Grote presided at the 
meeting of the country schoo! section, 
Miss Mamie E. Thompson of Biggs- 
ville and Charles W. Finley of Ma- 
comb discust topics of interest to the 
rural teachers. 





The Military Tract Meeting 


Quincy was at its best and the treat- 
ment accorded the visiting teachers on 
every hand was a kind to make them 


want to come again. Supt. Bauman 
and his faithful assistants were al- 
ways at elbow distance whenever and 
wherever there were calls for assist- 
ance great or small. Hospitality of 
the rarest kind was on tap and hotels 
and church societies combined splen- 
did servis with modest prices. The 
shibboleth of the citizens could be ex- 
prest briefly in “come again.” 


Only two unfavorable elements 
seemd to combine against Quincy and 
the meeting of the teachers. One was 
the somewhat unfavorable wether that 
greeted the teachers on their first fore- 
noon session. The other, weil, that is 
something that should never be 
charged to towns with any more rea- 
son than the child should be charged 
with responsibility for its parentage, 
was the fact that Quincy is, paradox- 
ically speaking, nearly as near to Mis- 
souri as it is to Lilinois. 


Chariman Legislativ Committee of 
Chicago Principals’ Club 


Cc. E. Dodge is the new chairman of 
the legislativ committee of the Chicago 
Principals’ Club. The selection of Mr. 
Dodge for this very important work is 
unusually appropriate. He has charac- 
teristics and a business experience that 
eminently qualify him to be of valu- 
able servis in this position. The new 
association of a _ state wide scope 
should exercise the same discretion in 
choosing men for the legislativ work 
who have had some business experi- 
ence in addition to their professional 
activities. This will enable them to 
meet men and cope successfully with 
them on every day plane of give and 
take. The election of Mr. Dodge is an 
example to be followd. 





President of Chicago Principals’ 
Club 


Morgan G. Hogge, President of the 
Chicago Principals’ Club, is one of the 
most activ men in the work of bilding 
up our State Association. His popu- 
larity in his own city is attested by the 
position which he now holds. This 
however is not founded merely on his 
possession of some excellent social 
qualities but also on that more essen- 
tial quality, the energy and ability to 
bring desirable things to pass. Mr. 
Hogge’s broad professional sympathies 
enable him to take a helpful attitude 
on all state educational problems and 
constitute an excellent point of con- 
tact between Chicago and down state 
members. 


Sup’t J. H. Collins and Wife Start 
on Tour Around The World 


Mr. J. H. Collins of Springfield, Ili- 
nois, accompanied by his wife, saild 
October 30th, from San Francisco, for 
a tour around the world. Mr. Collins 
retired from the superintendency of 
the Springfield schools August first, 
having been connected with the 
schools of that city thirty-one years, 
and Superintendent, with the excep- 
tion of two years, since [888. He has 
attended every annual meeting of the 
Illinois State Teachers’ Association for 
thirty-three years. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Rockford has made a good move in 
introducing department teaching in 
the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades. All the schools are to have 
this change in their method of work 
at the opening of the second semester. 





Principal Arthur Verner, of the 
Pontiac Township High School, repre- 
sented Illinois on the program of the 
Fourth International Congress on 
School Hygiene at Buffalo, N. Y., Aug- 
ust 25-30. His paper, “Some Prob- 
lems of School Hygiene and their Re- 
lation to Education” elicited discussion 
to the extent that the re-reading of a 
portion of it was calld for. The feat- 
ures of the paper were, child-life be- 
fore school age is reacht; a system of 
birth and deth registration, and the 
mental hygiene of the adolescent. The 
paper appears in full in the New Eng- 
land Journal of Education of Septem- 
ber 25. 





The Cook County Public Schools 
conducted a Dairy Day at Barrington, 
October 24th. There were demonstra- 


tions of cow judging by the pupils, 
and an exhibition of the use of the 
Babcock tester by Mr. H. E. Young, of 


the Farmer’s Review. Supt. Tobin of 
Cook County, Prof. Harding of the 
Illinois State Agricultural College and 
Mr. A. C. Page of the “Orange-Judd 
Farmer” spoke along the lines of ad- 
vanced dairy farming. This is indeed 
a strong impetus to the cause of vo- 
eational education. 





it is a plesure to know that men 
who have attaind recognition in edu- 
cational work in our state are appre- 
ciated when they enter new fields of 
activity. We learn that a reception 
was tenderd Ex-Superintendent H. B. 
Wilson of Decatur when he took up 
his new work as superintendent of the 
schools of Topeka, Kansas. Among 
those who made Mr. Wilson welcome 
in “speech and story” were Mr. H. J. 
Waters, Pres. Kansas State Agricul- 
tural College, Mr. T. W. Butcher, 
President of the State Normal School, 
Mr. Frank Strong, Chancellor of the 
Kansas State University; Mr. W. D. 
Ross, State Supt. Public Instruction 
and Mr. D. L. McEachron, Pres. Wash- 
burn College. 


The Iroquois School Bulletin is a 
newsy little paper isued monthly from 
the offis of County Superintendent 
Frank A. Gilbreath of Watseka. Be- 
sides editorials concerning school af- 
fairs and reports of various education- 
al gatherings, the bulletin contains lo- 
cal items that make it doubly inter- 
esting. 





Supt. T. C. Clendenen of Cairo has 
written an instructiv and interesting 
article concerning the law of attend- 
ance at the schools, setting forth in 
concise manner the various reasons 
why the state has a right to demand 
the school training of the children who 
will one day be citizens of that state, 
and a vital influence in its welfare. 
He writes to the point and states 
clearly the duties of the parent along 
that line. From the pen of Miss Mar- 
garet Wilson, principal of the Cairo 
High School, we also have a brief 
sketch of the plan they are using for 
the introduction of supervised study 
into the High School of that city. She 
points out some of the demands which 
are made of the school and the re- 
quirements they must meet, many of 
which are not realized nor understood 
by those outside of the educational 
work. 





The Third Biennal Report of the 
Public Schools of Woodford County is 
packt full of good reading, good es- 
pecially because it goes to prove that 
there has been such great activity in 
advancing the standard of education 
in that cbunty. We regret that space 
is lacking to print all the data which 
Co. Supt. Roy L. Moore has so care- 
fully collected and so entertainingly 
set forth in his biennal report. The 
subjects of the various chapters are as 
follows:— 

The Standard School. 

The Bilding and Grounds. 

Industrial Education. 

Plays and Games for Schools and 

Play Ground Management. 

The High School. 

Factors in School Improvement. 

Two Years of Schoo! Improvements. 

Statistics of Interest. 

A report of this nature cannot but 
act as a stimulus in arousing a strong 
desire among the people of a county 
to see their schools reach the top 
notch of progress in educatiohal ad- 
vancement. : 
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Schoolmasters’ Club at Peoria 


The Fall meeting of this organiza- 
tion took place at Peoria on October 
10-11. The banquet at the Jefferson 
House on the evening of the 10th was 
followd by an address by Pro& Tufts 
of the University of Chicago. His sub- 
ject was “Citizenship.” The speaker 
presented the subject in analytical 
style under two major hedings. First, 
the necessity of developing in the pu- 
pil an appreciation of the civic herit- 
age; second, the development of a 
proper sense of responsibility in pre- 
serving and increasing this heritage. 
Mr. Tufts was followd by Presidents 
Felmley, Lord, and Wm. Hawley 
Smith. 


The Saturday session revolvd about 
vocational training and high school 
athletics. The discussions were good 
and the general opinion exprest was 
that the meeting was fully up to the 
high standard of previous gatherings. 





From Fulton County we have re- 
ceivd the 1913 Year Book, a most com- 
plete and inclusiv volume of interest- 
ing reading. Particularly good is the 
report of repairs and improvements 
made in the different schools thruout 
the county. Of course there is in- 
cluded a list of the teachers of the 
county, also pupils who were awarded 
certificates for punctuality and attend- 
ance, as well as the contestants in the 
county spelling contest. Suggestions 
in the way of improvd methods of 
teaching and brief sketches of the 
new school laws, particularly the cer- 
tificating bill, add to the merit of the 
book. M. M. Cook, County Superin- 
tendent of Fulton County, is to be con- 
gratulated on his work in preparing 
and editing such a helpful and inter- 
esting year book. 





Supt. Cyrus S. Grove of Stephen- 
son County has sent our offis a copy 
of his school directory, which is most 
concise and complete. From W. G. 
Gisne, Superintendent of the Wayne 
County Public Schools, we have also 
receivd a hand beok and school di- 
rectory. In addition to the usual data 
containd in a directory, this hand book 
gives a brief statement of the school 
mesures past by the last General As- 
sembly and a report of improvements 
made in various schools in Wayne 
county. 


Prnctical Methods 


Co. Supt. W. F. Boyes of Knox coun- 
ty believes in practical methods to im- 
prove the spirit and the quality of his 
teachers’ work. This fall he is hold- 
ing a series of eighteen meetings at as 
many different schools. A number of 
teachers and the county superintend- 
ent meet at a designated school at nine 
o'clock and observ the regular work 
until noon, when the pupils are dis- 
mist for the day, the teachers remain- 
ing during the afternoon to discuss 
the work. Last year this same plan 
was followd and the almost unanimous 
support given by the directors of the 
county contributed largely to its suc- 
cess. It is expected that they will 
again exhibit such a progressiv spirit 
and allow the teachers the time to at- 
tend these meetings. This plan of 
getting together and seeing the actual 
work done, then discussing the meth- 
ods, and suggesting improvements is 
worthy of emulation, and cannot but 
work to the advantage of educational 
advancement in any county where it 
may be put to proof. 


A Good Law 


South Dakota has a new institute 
law, and it’s a “corker.’’ All teachers 
who attend and perform the duties as- 
signd receive two dollars a day and 
five cents a mile each way for distance 
traveld. Attendance is optional, but 
those who do not attend are fined a 
dollar and a half a day, unless the ab- 
sence is caused by sickness. And 
there is no chance to play truant, for 
attendance or absence is reported by 
the superintendent to the local board. 
—wWestern Teacher. 








Interesting Statistics 


In Atlanta, Georgia, a teacher in the 
grade schools receives $100 a year less 
than the elevator boy at the city hall. 
The average annual wage of teachers 
thruout the country is $485; of car- 
penters, $802; coal miners, $600; fac- 
tory workers, $550; common labor- 
ers, $513. One Southern state rents 
its convicts at $400 a year and pays 
its public schoo] teachers a little over 
$300. In consequence many teachers 
are obliged to seek supplementary 
means of employment. 
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A New Feature at the Rockford 
Meeting —- Executiv Committee 
Sends Following Letter 


The Superintendent and Board of 
Education: The Western section of 
the Northern Illinois Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation which meets at Rockford, Nov. 
6, 7 and 8, 1913, has arranged a pro- 
gram which is deserving of the sup- 
port of every teacher and school offi- 
cial in Northern Illinois. 

A new feature of the program this 
vear is the addition of a department 
for the members of Boards of Educa- 
tion. Dr. Rideout has engaged some 
of the most able speakers in the state 
to explain the situation and point out 
your duty. Difficult problems, which 
eonfront every teacher in the grades 
and the high school, will be discust by 
those who are best qualified to do so. 

No better array of talent has ever 
been secured for the Illinois Teachers’ 
Association than will appear on the 
program for the Rockford Meeting. 
U. S. Commissioner of Education, P. P. 
Claxton, one of the most brilliant 
speakers in the United States; Prof. 
G. D. Strayer, of the Teachers’ Col- 
lege, Columbia University, New York, 
is considerd the foremost leader in 
aggressiv education in America; Rabbi 
Leon Harrison of St. Louis, who is a 
forceful and inspiring speaker. No 
one whose soul is so dead as not to re- 
spond to his appeals for better and 
more earnest work with our young 
people is fit to be in the school-room. 

You can do nothing which will raise 
the standard of your schools higher, 
or increase the effitiency of your 
teachers more effectivly than to close 
the schools and insist upon every 
member of the corps attending the 
Meeting at Rockford, the most beauti- 
ful city in Tllinois. The Association 
needs your financial and moral sup- 
port in the great work it is doing. You 
members of the Board of Education 
and teachers need the inspiration and 
practical help which the Association 
is prepared to give you. 

Come to the meeting. 
friends. 

Respectfully, ; 
Executiv Committee. 


Brine your 





‘ 

We have heard indirectly that 1500 
teachers attended the Char!eston meet- 
ing. A more extensiv report will ap- 
pear in the December issue. 


Meeting of Eastern Section of the 
Northern Illinois Teachers’ 
Association 


F. E. Sanford, chairman of the ex- 
ecutivecommittee of the Eastern Sec- 
tion of the Northern Illinois Teachers’ 
Association, has issued a comprehen- 
siv announcement of the meeting to be 
held at Oak Park, Friday, Nov. 7th 
and at Fullerton Hall, Chicago, Sat- 
urday, Nov. 8th. 

The General Subject 

Will be “Vocational and Agricultural 
Education,” which will be the topic 
for the sessions on Friday and Satur- 
day forenoons. The committee has 
spared no pains to get the best speak- 
ers in the country to present this all 
absorbing theme to the teachers. We 
give below a list of people who have 
acquired reputations of national di- 
mensions as authorities on different 
phases of the question and who will 
appear on the program. 

B. F. Harris, Champaign, III. 

E. G. Cooley, Chicago, Il. 

P. P. Claxton, Washington, D. C. 

lr. M. Leavitt, University of Chicago. 





Meeting of the Northern Western 
Section at Rockford Nov. 7-8 


The committee of the Northern 
Western Section has practically com- 
pleted its plans for the big meeting at 
Rockford, a program of which ap- 
peard in the September issue of this 
paper. A splendid program awaits 
the teachers of this division and we 
look for one of the largest meetings 
in the history of this section. The 
program includes such men as Com- 
missioner Claxton, Prof. Strayer, Rab- 
bi Leon Harrison, Prof. Bagley, Pres. 
Lord, Prof. Angell, Pres. Cook and 
Supt. Blair. 





The Wisconsin State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation meets in Milwaukee, November 
6-8. John Callahan, the president, 
has done a good piece of work as a 
program architect. Woods Hutchin- 
son of New York, John Z. White of 
Chicago, and O. T. Corson, of Colum- 
bus, constitute a trio of speakers who 
alone would make the meeting worth 
while; but there are also others.— 
Western Teacher. 








